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Abstract. The patterns of labor use in land-intensive farming, represented by grain production, and
in labor-intensive farming, represented by fruit production, are both undergoing quiet changes. The
input of family labor and the number of hired laborers are decreasing in grain production, while in
fruit production the decrease in family labor is accompanied by increases in the number of hired
laborers and the proportion of hired labor in the overall labor input. These different trends of labor
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use are determined by various factors, including the difficulty of replacing labor with machinery,
the reallocation of family labor, and the decline of labor exchanges #& T among peasant families.
The difficulty of labor supervision is not a critical obstacle to the use of hired laborers, because it
can be relieved through various mechanisms, such as hiring laborers from acquaintance
communities, working alongside the hired laborers, firing unqualified laborers, using the employer’s
knowledge and experience to evaluate the efforts of hired laborers, and suitable practices of labor
division. These changes in the patterns of labor use indicate that Chinese agriculture is undergoing
a process of modernization, in which family labor is dominant and seasonal short-term labor is
supplementary, and the new managerial units, like family farms and co-ops, are inclined to operate
under appropriate farm-scales in an environment of market economy and commercialization but still

with collective land ownership as their institutional basis.
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