ER—F\i—RE: HRENHE “E=5E

The State, Village Communities, and Farmers: the “Third Realm” in Socialist China

212
Gui Hua
HKXKZEHESEFR

School of Sociology, Wuhan University

WE: BRZGE N RIEEFFBA, FREBORFREE 2 NEG A E R ERMN
EEREHFEA, CEKERBERCTRE, AXRBE-IBENEREFEENEIE®
EREREEeRANRNAL. FEXF XA TALMES, EEEEM LMY,
EEEXGRROFEARNANE\KK (“AR” D) EEAINEER CRR7 ),
AR R G EFARBTIRE A TEE L RETFH UK, ELRNEE FHfK
MERFERE, 2R “FZ98” HI AR § DR NEBFL, €K HEE
M. ERRZ=ZFTHFAN, dRNEERRKBEREX G2 ““ne—" B, FEL
ERAFERRMETRERRN S BERR,

R@H: ANERGH, HEBE, “HZ4R7 . BEX—H\E—KE
Abstract

Unlike past studies that have focused on the economic issues about rural collectives, this
article reexamines the economic management of rural collectives by paying attention to both
their economic and political attributes. Because of the land reform and the rebuilding of
grassroots social structures under the leadership of the CCP, the intermediary organization
connecting the state and the rural population underwent a transition from village/lineage
communities (“the enlarged private”) to rural collectives (“the enlarged public”), hence the
transformation of the “third realm” from the private to the public spheres at the grassroots
level. The reform era since the 1980s, however, has witnessed the dual weakening of both the
“enlarged private” and the “reduced public” in the third realm because of reforms in rural
management and land systems. The “two-in-one” formation of state-society relations will be
maintained in rural governance in the next two or three decades, which necessitates the
reconstruction of rural governance system through the rebuilding of the collective economy.
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