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The Literary Depiction of the “Public Space”: Chen Zhongshi’s White Deer Plain Revisited
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Abstract

Chen Zhongshi’s novel, White Deer Plain, is a complex text revealing the social, political,
economic, and cultural dimensions of a community in transformation in which multiple public
spaces coexist and struggle to survive. As a reinterpretation of the novel, this article examines
three types of public spaces: the popular, the political, and the cultural-educational,
respectively. Focusing on the forms of depiction, the inner workings of the public spaces, the
overlapping between different spaces and their expansion, this article aims to delineate the
trajectories of the rise and fall of such public spaces and explore their entangling and
association with modernity.
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