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Abstract: The difficulty of getting children to attend school and of recruiting pupils were persistent

dilemmas faced by primary schools in the North China Anti-Japanese base areas, rooted in the sharp
contradiction between the time and economic costs of schooling and the impoverished lives of the
populace. What the people of the base areas most needed was to secure adequate food and clothing,
yet the non-productive “men of knowledge” cultivated by primary schools could not meet this need;
moreover, living amid war and poverty; the people also harbored doubts about the schools' capacity
to train useful talent. To resolve this dilemma, the base areas, on the one hand, granted publicly
funded preferential treatment to the children of poor families and of households supporting the
resistance, adjusted educational policy, combined education with labor production and family life,
and drew the populace into school decision-making, thereby easing economic hardship and
dispelling popular anxieties about the “uselessness of study” and misconceptions about the schools.
On the other hand, the base-area schools worked to overcome the threat of war, improve teaching
conditions, and adopt differentiated mobilization strategies, going household by household to
mobilize children to attend school. In safeguarding school-age children's access to education, they
also'built up a reserve of talent for the Chinese Communist Party’s war effort and for the country’s
subsequent development.
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