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Abstract: The peasant economy has been a focal point of academic interest, with existing research primarily
concentrated on the plains, leaving mountainous areas less explored. Different ecological environments have
shaped distinct forms of peasant economies. The Liiliang Mountains, as a typical agrarian-pastoral mixed
zone, represent a typological significance in peasant economic formations, characterized by extensive
cultivation with meager yields and an integration of agriculture and animal husbandry. Since modern times,
peasants have cultivated vast mountainous lands, planted a variety of cash crops, and established close ties
with the market. Reliance on pastoral activities has supplemented family economies, leading to a rational
and efficient division of labor within thouseholds. This division manifests horizontally and vertically as
younger members herding and older‘members working, thereby achieving a balanced distribution of labor
and resilient family survival. Behind the-uniformity of the peasant economy, regional specificity remains
hidden and awaits exploration. The particularities of regional ecological environments and the production

factors of the peasant economy are crucial areas for research.
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