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Abstract

Litigation in rural China u4il¥ everntahiage, Qi ng i r
land transactiony debt, t heft, adldErlsasamegularmdaBoof ng t o
resolvingsuch di sputes, tfyuwvatlivemed nasnaa nfiaafeée ng
while themishandling of civil disputes by local magistrates and prefects often had

severe consequences. After 1860, Western missionaries became increasingly active in

rural North China under the system of unequalttes. Their arrogance and

interference with lawsuits by providing local converts with judicial protection caused

damage to the safety valve and disgruntlement among the victims of their abuses. It was

the growingenmitytoward the missionaries that ledreampant violence by the Boxers

around 1900.
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