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Reflections on the Century - old Constitutional Government in China

MA Xiaohong
(College of Law, Renmin University of the China, Beijing, 100872, China)

Abstract: It is maintained in the academic circle of China that the frustrations of the modern Chinese constitutional government
are mostly due to the resistance of the traditional Chinese culture. This paper argues that the exact reason why the constitutional
government has failed to function in accordance with the designers’ wishes in modemn China consists precisely in the fact that it
fails to be driven by the traditional motive force. Only when “the flower” of the western constitutional government is joined with
“the tree” of the Chinese tradition, can it take root in the soil of China. “Propriety” is the backbone of China’ s tradition, and
“Rule by Propriety” is an indicator of the Chinese civilization. But in the contemporary criticisms of China’ s traditions , “ Rule by
Propriety” has become the target that is the first to be hit. However, the seal that history has left has not yet been erased by the
thorough denial and criticism that has lasted over a century. It is perhaps an effective way to successful reforms in Chinese consti-
tutional government to calmly reflect on “Rule by Propriety” in China, i. e. to probe again into how to transform and renew it, in-
stead of criticizing or abandoning it.

Key words: constitutional government, origin, course, error zone, tradition, “ Rule by Propriety” , transformation
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