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Land Ownership in Shanxi Province before the War of
Resistance against Japan

Mouyun Zhao

Abstract: This article offers an estimate of the Gini coefficient in land-right
distribution and surveys land ownership by small and large landholders in parts of rural
Shanxi before the War of Resistance against Japan. It shows that landownership was
fragmented among rural dwellers of all strata, resulting in the predominance of small
landholders (mainly owner-cultivators and semi-owner-cultivators) and the subsequent
underdevelopment of tenancy. Most of the tension and conflict in rural Shanxi
thus originated from the relationship between the government and those in rural
areas who suffered its excessive extraction. In addition, intense population
pressure on land was another important cause of the widespread poverty in the
countryside.

Keywords: land ownership, Gini coefficient, small landholding, conflict

between government and people, population-to-land ratio



