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Abstract Different versions of Guo Shaoyu’s History of Chinese Literary Criticism spanned the two periods before and after the
founding of the People’s Republic of China nearly half a century. It has experienced four times of revision due to the inner drive of
the literary criticism concept and the external constraints of the political ideology. The idea and the content of every modification re—
flects the literary theory resources criticism method and discourse mode of each period reflecting the hidden situation of the times
and ideological norms in the criticism concept also the adjustment the author made under the constraints of political ideology. Combing
the specific circumstances of every modification can present the problems of the writing of Chinese literary criticism history thus de—
scribe specific literary criticism with history and context. To explore the literature criticism “of a time” is more of significance for the

history of ideas than that “about a time”.
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