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Abstract: The doctrine of the national level, an assertion that the intellectual, moral, or politi—
cal capacity of the average Chinese people was insufficient to sustain a constitutional state, was
a common argument in late Qing. As a leading figure in the early years of the National Assem—
bly movement in China, Yang Du responded actively to this argument, and the debate between
Yang Du and the Japanese educator Kand Jigord on the issue of Chinese education in 1902 pro—
vided the key vocabulary and thinking for the subsequent debate on the national level. Since
the winter of 1906, Yang Du, who had traveled to Japan for a second time, began to participate
in the petition for the opening of the National Assembly, with his words and actions. In re—
sponse to Liang Qichao’s theory of the national level, Yang Du, who also belonged to the con—
stitutionalist camp, made use of the theoretical tool of social Darwinism to put forward a more
comprehensive and balanced understanding of this issue, and explicitly asserted that the level of
Chinese people would not be an obstacle to the opening of the National Assembly. Yang Du e—
ven made Liang Qichao change his attitude toward the opening of the National Assembly by
public and private words and deeds. After Yang Du returned to China in the fall of 1907, there
were major ups and downs in his words and deeds regarding the opening of the National Assem—
bly. The reason for these ups and downs did not belong to the ideological level, but was related
to the pressure exerted by the officialdom and public opinion. Unlike Liang Qichao, who had a
strong background in Neo—Confucianism, Yang Du’s early training in political realism led him
to think uniquely about the issue of the national level, and in the process of thinking he accept—
ed the modern civilization of law and politics without reservation.
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