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ABSTRACTS

their development has given rise to innovative theoretical solutions with Chinese
characteristics, thus constituting a theoretical system of anthropology with internal
structures and levels that are applicable to Chinese-style modernization. Chinese
anthropology should take it as the basis for establishing new theoretical models.

The Macro Turn of Quantitative Research in Contemporary Sociology
Chen Yunsong « 127 »

Quantitative sociological research has long placed excessive reliance on survey data
based on individual samples. This has shaped a “micro purport” in terms of field of vision ,
method. and theory that has weakened the ability of research to contribute to disciplinary
development and social governance. In sociology, macro-quantitative analyses premised on
holism have solid methodological foundations, data conditions, and multidimensional
values. The shift from “micro purport” to “macro observation” has led to two models of
research: space-time coverage based on saturated data and macro-quantitative sociology
based on big data. The latter model covers specific research approaches such as structural
discovery of massive amounts of text, network complexity research, macro-hypothesis
tests, and multr-layered exploration of mechanisms. Since it is at the forefront of this shift ,
the development of contemporary Chinese macro-quantitative sociology has tremendous
significance for expanding disciplinary boundaries and building a sociological discourse
system with Chinese characteristics.

Minimal Governance: Rural Governance Modernization That Transcends Bureaucracy
Ouyang Jing * 145 ¢

Unlike the tradition of “ minimal governance” against the background of
“governance by inaction”, the contemporary minimal governance of rural areas occurs
in the context of the Communist Party of China’ s active promotion of Chinese
modernization. It refers to a governance mode in which the local governments at the
nexus of the state and the rural society achieve their top-down functions in a low-cost
and efficient manner through non-bureaucratic governance methods. These methods
have included the mass line; dispatching cadres to production teams; collective
governance of a village by a team composed of party cadres, general governance
cadres, and local cadres; working groups; and the combination of centralization and
decentralization. In recent years, the pressure of “a thousand threads coming down
from above” on “the single needle down below” has weakened the ability of village
and township party committees to undertake political unification, leaving them unable
to play their part in minimal governance, and this in turn has led to the problem of
formalism at the grassroots level. Given this situation, the modernization of rural
governance should start from the nexus between the state and rural society, deal with
the practice of the relationship between “thousand threads” and “ the single needle ,”
and give full play to the function of minimal governance at the grassroots level, so as
to maintain the autonomy and flexibility of rural governance.

A Historical Examination of the Evolution of Rural Society and State Governance in the
Qin and Han Dynasties Bu Xianqun « 164 -«

The countryside was the social foundation of the Qin and Han state, and was
e 207 -



