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Abstract: The custom of dian in the Qing dynasty was a product of a highly developed land-financial
market. The understanding of the practice of that custom in this period should be mainly based on the
logic of market and property right instead of the emotional-ethical logic. The acts of dian-sales, redemp-
tions, price-adding, and permanent sales all reflected full market rationality and clear boundaries between
various property rights. Regulations of dian by legislation at all levels of the Qing state and the adjudica-
tion of disputes involving dian by various local governments-especially in Zhejiang and Fujian-were also in
line with the market-property logic, thus effectively protecting and promoting the circulation of resources
and economic efficiency. The study of Qing’s dian custom, the corresponding legislative presentation,
and relevant judicial practice will provide contemporary scholarship a clearer understanding of traditional
economy and law, and will provide useful historical insights for contemporary land rights reform and the

improvement of the state governance system.
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