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Analysis of Research Methods of Chinese Legal History in Contemporary
Ma Xiao-hong Zhang Yan-tao
( Law School of Renmin University of China Beijing 100872)

[Abstract IThe study of Chinese legal historyincontemporaryhas gone through three stages: the “First Seventeen
Years” ( 1949-1966§ ‘“the Decade of the Cultural Revolution” ( 1966—1977) and the “Reform and Opening up”
(1978 — present) . Due to the different research methods the research works of each period have different
characteristics. Marx’ s method of “Class Analysis” has played an important role in promoting the study of Chinese
legal history but the absolutization of this method in the “Decade of the Cultural Revolution” has become the
paradox of academic development. Since the “Reform and Opening up” in 1978 ideological emancipation has
diversified academic research methods. The study of Chinese legal history has prospered with the diversity of research
methods. Compared with the past the research works have increased dramatically and the Chinese Legal History
has been explored from different perspectives. But the excessive attention to research methods also brings other
problems in the research of Chinese Legal History.

[Key words Jresearch method; Chinese legal history; vision of Chinese traditional philosophy; combination of

Chinese and Western study



