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State-society Relations in Rural China:
Theoretical Paradigms and Practice
Zeng Qingjie

Abstract: Rural China has undergone rapid and profound changes since the late Qing Dynasty, as the process of
state penetration into the countryside continued. State-building and state-society relations are the two major theoretical
paradigms used to make sense of these changes. The former recognized the changes caused by state expansion, but ques-
tioned whether this expansion has achieved “modernity”. The latter was focused on rural social order established through
state-society interactions. Empirical evidence from the “targeted poverty alleviation” campaign shows the importance of
mingling formal state power with informal rules to better suit uniform state policies with rural conditions.

Key Words: Rural Governance; State-society Relations; State Building; Rural Order; Targeted Poverty Alleviation
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