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Theoretical exploration into collective ownership in China's countryside

ZHANG Xiaoshan

(Rural Development Institute, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract: The present study reviews and hackes the evolution of rural land and other resources or collective ownership
in China, and points out that collective ownership implemented in the rural area after New China was founded derives
from the basis of private ownership of land and other assets. The collective ownership after our Reform and Opening-up
became a unique form of ownership and an important component of the theoretic system at the initial stage of socialism
with Chinese characteristics. The present study describes the resources of rural collective ownership and the state of
assets, and interprets the existing problems of the current stage. The study also points out that at the level of law and
reality, rural collective economy remains a substantial existence. Without rural collective ownership, there would be no
rural collective economy. To resolve problems arising from the development of rural collective economy, explorations
into the collective ownership in China's countryside need to be done at the levels of theory, law, policy and practice. The
study undertakes some theoretic exploration into problems in practical reforms in rural collective ownership. The study
finally points out that in the current context where the urban and rural areas develop in integration, and their factors
interact healthily, the open and fluid tendency of rural property is inevitable. Under such open and fluid property pattern,
in order to strengthen collective economy, we need to further explore some essential theoretic issues closely related to
rural collective ownership so as to lay a solid theoretic foundation for deepening the reform in rural collective
ownership. On the basis of theoretic innovation, we need to revise and formulate some related stipulations, and to
supervise with theory further explorations at the levels of policy and practice.

Key Words: rural collective ownership; rural collective economy; rural collective property system reform
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