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Abstract: The study of Legal History and Legal Historiography started at the beginning of
last century in China. This discipline has been through both the popular and unpopular time
in legal scholarship which manifests the misunderstanding toward academic goal. For
instance advocate innovation in an aimless way simply stress the service function of
academic research toward current affairs and make discipline improvement the academic goal
improperly. Such misunderstanding leads to heated and long-term discussion on methods
rather than basic issue study in Chinese legal historiography. Therefore it is significant to
rectify academic goal in three aspects. First it helps to fully understand and respect the law
of academic research and innovate based on the academic succession in basic issue study.
Second it could cultivate scholars’ independent spirit and improve the academic atmosphere.
At last it would stimulate the development of academic study if discipline were regarded as
approach instead of goal.
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