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The Analytical Framework of Social Transformation Research
Zhang Jing

( Department of Soctology Peking University Beyjing 100871 China)

Abstract: This research-note discusses the role played by the analytical framework in transformation research.
The analytical framework is similar to the ideal type of formal logic. It is an effort made to theorize the key
element relationship and is of critical importance to the analysis of social transformation. The analytical
framework is multi-faceted and competitive representing the tradition of a school of thought. The size of
analytical frameworks actually indicates the size of standard logics. These logics often influence the perceptions
of specific facts on the part of the researchers and play a role in discovering facts assessing value providing
standards and organizing evidence in transformational research. Without the help of an analytical framework
the transformation among various features will be hidden in history. It is because the judgment of which is the
key element of the transformation is not automatically made by historical materials but by the analysts’
selection from historical materials.

Key words: transformation research analytical framework formal logic



