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means of modernizing law and its own pathway to the choice of legal integration. Its
basic orientation of legal change has rich innovative connotations and a clear practical

direction.
(5) The Goal of Case Analysis: From Story to Knowledge Zhang Jing « 126 »

The Chinese academic world still lacks systematic standards for what, in the
end, should be done with case studies. Debate over the “opposition” between the case
study (qualitative) and statistical research (quantitative) is always at the level of
method, standpoint and themes; it has yet to receive an analysis that accords with
professional standards for research objectives. The goal of case analysis is not to tell
stories, but to generate knowledge, so one must follow the general logic and
principles commonly observed in cognitive activities. Case analysis can provide more
than one type of knowledge: for example, it may include interpretative knowledge (of
causes) , understanding (of characteristics) or normative knowledge (of principles).
The qualitative research of case studies is not in an opposing relationship with
quantitative research, but in a complementary one. The uniqueness of the case study
has to be associated with general knowledge, so that specific cases can be compared
with what is already known. One of the strengths of case studies is that they can
systematically exhibit causal mechanisms and processes; in the end, scattered and
diverse independent cases can make sense just because the knowledge they produce

represents incremental progress in the relevant knowledge system.

(6) China’ s Low Fertility Rate from the Perspective of Gender and Development
Ji Yingchun and Zheng Zhenzhen « 143 ¢

In order to gain a more objective and accurate understanding of the degree of
acceptance, the influence and the actual effect of the universal two-child policy and
the long-term trend of Chinese fertility rates. one must start with the institutional
and cultural context of Chinese society, combining the social gender and development
approaches to understand the complex social mechanisms underlying China’ s low
fertility. If, bearing in mind international theories and lessons, we examine China’ s
low fertility from these perspectives, we find that the key lies in the work-family
conflict experienced by women. Devising public policies from a social gender
perspective and encouraging the participation of multiple players, including
government, society, business and both sexes, is a social mechanism for alleviating
such conflicts, and promoting the Marxist gender equality ideology and abandoning
traditional Confucian patriarchal ideas and familial thinking is the ideological basis for
their alleviation. Given women’ s dual roles in material production and social
reproduction, promoting the simultaneous development of gender equality in the
public and private sectors and alleviating women’ s work-family conflicts will make a
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