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The Social Function of the Middle Class: New Question Approach

and Multi-dimensional Analysis Frame
LI Lu-lu

(Research Center for Studies of Sociological Theory & Method, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872)

Abstract: The study of the social-political function of the middle class needs to be transferred from the
description of the multi-dimensional characters to two more important theoretical questions: the first
is to explain the structural basis of the multi-dimensional character through the inconsistent position of
the middle class in the social stratification structure; the second, in what condition of social environ-
ment, the middle class shows the special functional character The article founded a relation model in-
cluding social environment variables like economic development, the character of the government and
the systematization extent, explained the internal mechanism that the middle class shows different so-
cial-political function with the change of the pattern of the social environment, pointed out the logic
relation of the social environment variable and the special social function of the middle class, and pro-
vided an analysis frame based on the new question approach

Key words: middle class; multi-dimensional character; social environment; multi-dimensional social

function
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