Abstract: Two major schools have dominated the sociology of development: the modernization school, which fo-

cuses on the modernization of Western countries since the early modern period, and the development school,
which concentrates on social development in developing countries ( especially Latin America, Africa, and some
countries and regions in East Asia) since the 1960s. This paper proposes that the transformation taking place in
such socialist or ex- socialist countries as China, the former Soviet Union and the East European countries have
presented a series of issues that may radically alter and expand the sociological horizon. In addition to the afore-

said modernization theory and developmental theory, a third theory, i.e., that of transformation, is in order.
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