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ABSTRACTS

of information or knowledge in forming Chinese-style judicial interpretation, especially abstract
(quas-legidative) interpretation. However , the “ democratization" trend leaves the impression
that the SPCisadhering s0 closely to public opinion that it may find it extremely hard to makein-
dependent and wise judgments when necessary. The SPC should keep an appropriate balance be-
tween conforming to and distancing itself from public opinion and should not take any further
steps towards “ democratization.” It would be an acceptable strategy now for the SPC to limit the
scope of abstract interpretation, reform the content , form and related institutions of concretein-
terpretationsin individua cases and extend their use, and let the two modelsof judicial interpre-
tation coexist and compete, awaiting f uture choices and development.

(6) Indigenous People in Taiwan Paying Their Respectsto Qing Emperors on Their Birthdays
Hao Shiyuan - 115 -

During the reigns of Yongzheng (1722-1735) and Qianlong (1735-1796) , there were three
occasons on which indigenous people in Taiwan traveled to the mainland in celebration of the
Emperor s birthday. This action was not institutionalized , and each trip was made for different
reasons and in different contexts. But all were treated by the Qing government as important e
vents concerning the governance of Taiwan. During the reign of Yongzheng, some assmilated in-
digenous people (shu f an ) from Taiwan traveled to Fujian to celebrate the Emperor s birth-
day. This marked the starting point of interaction between the Qing court and the indigenous
people of Taiwanin the field of court rituals. During the Qianlong reign, there were two occa
sonson which less assmilated indigenous people (sheng f an ) traveled to the mainland to
celebrate the Emperor’ s birthday. These two later trips reflected the Qing court’ s policy changes
with regard to the governance of Taiwan, and exerted a great influence on later generations.

(7) The Great Transormation : Two-way Movement in China since the 1980s
Shaoguang Wang - 129 -

After the brief nightmare of the “market society" in the 1990s, a flourishing counter-move-
ment has emerged in China and is engendering a “ social market." In such a market , the market is
still the principa mechanism for resource allocation, but the government , through redistributive
social policies, strives to reembed the market into social and ethical relations. More specifically ,
the government is dee.commodifying fields closely connected with the human right to survival , so
that all groupsin society can enjoy the benefits of market operation and all can shareinitscosts.
The recent policy changes show that the Chinese government has the political will and fiscal ca
pacity to act as midwife to the social market , even though both need to be further strengthened.
Despite the numerous serious challenges China still faces, the ultimate emergence of socia poli-
cies sgnifies a historic turning point.

(8) Does Hukou still Matter ? The Household Registration System and Its impact on Social Stratifi-
cation and Mobility in China Lu Yilong - 149 -

The household registration system has been a basic institutional arrangement in Chinese soci-
ety. Under this system, Hukou (household identity) played animportant rolein resource alloca
tion and interest distribution, and thus exerted a significant impact on China s social stratification
and mobhility. After nearly three decades of reform and opening up , doesit still play arole, and if
0, what is this role? Drawing on data from the China General Social Survey, we find that
China s social stratification is characterized by the smultaneous existence of differentiation be-
tween urban and rural Hukou and hierarchy within urban Hukou; furthermore, thereisapostive
correlation between one s opportunities for social mobility and changing and transferring one s
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