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Language Planning and Language Legislation in Contemporary Chi-
na under the Visual Field of National Capacity

From the Language Reform Campaign to the Enforcement of the Law

of the P. R. C. on the Standard Spoken and Written Chinese Language

YOU Chenjun

Abstract: There has been a lack of scholarship among China’ s legal researchers on issues relat-
ed to China’ s language planning and language legislation. Even since the Law of the People’ s Repub-
lic of China on the Standard Spoken and Written Chinese Language went into effect in 2001, studies in
this field have remained rare. From legal, linguistic, sociological and historical perspectives, the
popularization of Putonghua (mandarin) can be considered as a process that is significant in building
up national capacity. With the help of academic resources of both language economics and language
politics, we can understand more deeply the necessity and legitimacy of promoting vigorously the use of
Putonghua nationwide, especially the great significance of it to strengthen a strong sense of the Chinese
nation as a community.

Keywords: national capacity, language planning, Putonghua, the Law of the People’ s Repub-
lic of China on the Standard Spoken and Written Chinese Language, a sense of the Chinese nation as a

community
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