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Quarantining A Cruise Ship: A Historical Lesson 69
Wataru lijima

Abstract: During the epidemic of COVID19, Japan faced a difficult problem: passengers affected with the coro-
navirus were found on the cruise ship, the “Diamond Princess,” docked at the port of Yokohama. The cruise
ship registered as a foreign vessel, and both the crew and the passengers were of various nationalities. To com-
plicate the situation, the structure of the ship was such that it was difficult to establish who should be responsi-
ble for the quarantine of the ship and the treatment of the patients. There was no definite international norm or
regulation that could apply. In fact, many cruise ships in a similar situation would have only had to drift on the
sea. As it turned out, the “Diamond Princess” was not dealt with properly and there was no informed measure
to be taken. A total of nearly 700 people were infected on the cruise ship, and some died. This article gives a
brief account of the Japanese government’ s response to the cruise ship. The author highlights the necessity of
sharing the information of the cruise ship with the international community. For this purpose, it is necessary to
keep the interview records of the crew and the passengers, and save and publish relevant materials that can

withstand verification.

Keywords: cruise ship, quarantine, infectious disease

FEATURE TOPIC II. PRACTICAL SOCIAL SCIENCE AND CHINA STUD-
IES (1I)

The Peasant’s Conception of Land and Its Formation under Collective Property Rights — Based on

the Case Study of Mi Village in Ding County 80
Huang Jialiang & Zheng Shaojie

Abstract: There is a remarkable “linguistic” confusion in the peasants’ conception of land which represents two
contrasting ideologies, namely, “egalitarianism” and “market and property rights”, colliding and conflicting
each other in the peasants’ mind. The ideological confusion has its profound institutional roots. Egalitarianism
stemmed from the collectivization period and has been carried forward after the reform and opening up. The
concept of “market and property rights” is the inevitable result of the market-oriented reform of the farmland
system. The existing farmland system holds on to collective ownership as its bottom line, but at the same time
has incorporated a series of market-oriented institutional measures. The time-honored bottom line and the newly
introduced institutional measures are somewhat strange bedfellows, resulting in a certain degree of institutional

dislocation and a conflicting conception of land ownership.

Keywords: collective property rights, conception of land, linguistic confusion, egalitarianism, the concept of

“market and property rights”
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