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cused on formulating idealized and ideologically-minded narratives, but on establishing modeled inferences to
understand empirically delimited facts. Its purpose is to unravel the mechanisms behind empirical facts that are
not easily interpreted by purely qualitative research. Such development in the methodology of contemporary eco-
nomics may be called “substantialization of formal economics.” A good comprehension of this trend will help re-

veal a unique aspect of the epistemological value of mainstream economics.

Keywords: formalism, substantivism, complete models, empirically delimited facts, economic methodology

In Pursuit of Justice: The Crisis and the Way out of China’s Legal Sociology 78
Yu Chengfeng

Abstract: Different from what has been described in classic social theories, the practice of the rule of law in Chi-
na has presented a series of paradoxical characteristics. In the fields of labor law, property law, contract law, fi-
nancial law, company law, and environmental law, a legal system characterized by internal-external distinc-
tion, identity demonstration and property right hierarchy has emerged, whose nature can hardly be grasped in
its entirety by either formalist or substantivist theories. China’s legal sociology should neither directly appropri-
ate a certain Western doctrine nor blindly adhere to its native practical theories. It is necessary to carry out a
more pragmatic and deeper analysis of the special structure and paradox logic of the rule-of-law movement in
China at the global and national levels during the reform period and make a forward-looking criticism and reflec-
tion on the development of the rule of law at the level of justice and norms. This will be crucial to an academic

breakthrough an path-finding in Chinese legal sociology.

Keywords: paradox society, legal sociology, social theory, rule-of-law movement, legal justice
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“Making Nationals/Citizens” and “Making Nationalities” in the Republic of China Period: Some Re-

marks on Wang Ming-ke’s “Nationalities and Nationals/Citizens in the Border Areas” 91
Ma Rong

Abstract: Wang Ming-ke’s essay, “Nationalities and Nationals/Citizens in the Border Areas,” touches on an im-
portant issue, that is, what was more pressing to the Chinese scholars during the Republic of China period, to
“make nationalities” or to “make nationals/citizens”? This is related to that part of history in which there were
Li Guangming’s work on “making nationals/citizens” in 1929 and Rui Yifu et al.”s work on “making nationali-
ties” in 1933, both worthy of further discussion. By comparing the two, it is not difficult to find that “making na-
tionalities”, in which Western ethnological knowledge is employed to identify different ethnic groups in China’
s border areas, is easier work, but the centrifugal force brought about by the “nationality/ethnic” consciousness

thus aroused cannot be ignored. To build national identity among the ethnic groups, “making nationals/citi-
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