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Scholars can and should use the existing theories of different schools to help us understand reality and advance
our conceptualizations of reality, but those theories should never be used as universal laws, as highly scientistic
mainstream Western theories have tended to be, or to universalize or idealize one-sided representations of com-
plex reality. Truth-seeking scholarship is based on precise and solid empirical research and, by selecting, dia-
loguing with, reconstructing, and improving upon existing theories, seeks to establish generalizations that
come with defined empirical boundaries and accord more with reality, and then to return once more to empiri-
cal evidence and practice to test their validity. Such academic research should aim above all at truth-seeking and
be motivated by worthy moral values, and should not be limited to crude, instrumentalist/utilitarian approach-
es or methods, or their so-called “sense of problem” so prevalent today. This is the essential meaning of “a pro-

spective social science of practice” advocated here.

Keywords: practice/substantivism/pragmatism, prospective moral values, neoliberalism, Marxism, post-mod-

ernism

Reflections on Several Basic Problems of Ethnic Studies in Contemporary China: Toward A Social Sci-
ence of Practice Perspective 49
Tan Tongxue

Abstract: China’ s ethnic research has been deeply influenced by “class analysis” and “ethnic identification”.
This has its historical reasons and has not gone fruitless. However, the method of “class analysis”, when dogma-
tized, severely restricted ethnic studies. After that, the method of “cultural interpretation” has been widely
used, not without some achievement. However, because ethnic studies rely too much on this method, they can-
not fully cover the practical experiences of the economic, social, cultural, and political transformation in con-
temporary China, which means that they are also restricted, but in a different way. In the current new era, the

perspective of social science oriented by practical experience is a direction worth exploring for ethnic studies.

Keywords: ethnic study, class analysis, cultural interpretation, social science of practice

Rethinking the Debate between Formalism and Substantivism in Social Science: a Perspective from

New Developments in Economics 63
Gao Yuan

Abstract: Taking the old debate between formalism and substantivism in the methodology of social sciences as
the point of departure, the author attempts to clarify that the development of formalist ideas in economics in the
last half century is to establish “complete models” that aim to fully specify all the details of the models. The au-
thor further points out that the idea behind it is not to establish universal laws, but to form auxiliary cognitive
tools that can be used to inspire people’s understanding of the empirical world. While elucidating the epistemo-

logical value of the complete-model approach, the author emphasizes the point that its application is not fo-



