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Abstract A distinctive state system has taken shape from the interaction between the old state
system and the new marketization of the past 30 years of Chinese Reform. It is both the princi—
pal actor in the economic “miracle” of the past 30 years and the main source of the current so—
cial and environmental crisis. This state organization could become a rigidified system but it
could also be something still “in transition”. This essay explores first the interconnections be—
tween this state system and development as well as crisis then some of its operative charac—

teristics and concludes with some thoughts about further reform.
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