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This Kind of Collective is Not That Kind of Collective—
In Search of a Path of Communitarian and Integrated Cooperatives
Tuan Yang
Abstract: This paper combs through more than 30 years of the rural collective
economic system reforms and distinguishes the conceptual differences among the
People’s Communes collective, the joint stock cooperative collective, and the
community cooperative collective, and among the cooperative economy, the

collective economy, the shareholding economy, and the community economy.
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This paper argues that it is not suitable to simply and rashly push forward the
practice of China’s most developed areas’ rural collective economy property rights
system to the whole country.

Taking the Puhan model and Jindian model as examples, this paper shows
that by absorbing the experiences of the East Asian farmers’ integrated cooperatives,
their experiences in local community development, and also the comprehensive
rural cooperative organizations in mainland China, there exists a third possible
way to bring forth the vitality of village communities and generate healthy and
sustainable rural development, in preference to the old rural collective Commune
system and the corporate or joint stock co-op models.

Keywords: community cooperation organization, the East Asia farmers’
integrated cooperative, rural collective economic organizations, property rights

reform, joint stock cooperative system



