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Rural Informal Employment: A Microsocietal Study of
Two Villages of Dingxian, Hebei Province
Jialiang Huang
Yongsheng Wang

Abstract: Research on informal employment in China has mainly adopted an
urban perspective, ignoring its rural social and economic dimensions. This
article, adopting a rural perspective, not only takes into considerations a greater
number of informal forms of employment, such as part-time businesses and
self-employment, but also explores the mechanisms that differentiate the various
types of informal employment by comparing the level of development of township
and village enterprises and changes in the mode of agricultural management. The
article discusses the forms and evolution of informal employment in two villages
in Dingxian (;# &), a county that has been studied in depth since the 1920s.
Our study finds that the distance between township enterprises and the village is
an important factor influencing rural informal employment since it largely
determines the choice of peasants to “leave both the land and the village” or to
“leave the land but not the village,” which in turn further affects the level of
peasants’ incomes. Compared with employees in the formal sector, these informal
employees are obviously in a weak position in terms of wage levels, working
conditions, welfare, security, and so on. As for the internal environment,
changes of the mode of rural production also affects the forms of informal employment.
The large-scale operation of the land will liberate the agricultural labor force, so
as to expand the potential scale of farmers’ employment, and the shift from
growing food crops to growing cash crops will lead to more diversified forms of
farmers’ concurrent business. Finally, the article tries to establish a framework
composed of the internal and external environment of the village to explain the
mechanism of rural informal employment.

Key words: rural informal employment, concurrent occupations, township
and village enterprises, leaving both the land and the village, leaving the land

but not the village, modes of agricultural management



