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The Agricultural Collectivization Movement as Seen in
Grassroots Archives: Baoying County of Jiangsu Province, 1953—1967
Woyu Liu

Abstract; Agricultural collectivization was a movement in the early 1950s
that profoundly changed the traditional methods of production and lifestyle in
rural China. Drawing on original archives from Baoying county of Jiangsu
province, this article delves into the actual implementation of, and resistance by
different stratum of the peasantry to, this movement. The wealth of archival
data and details included in this study shed light on the multifaceted realities of
the movement that have been obscured in past studies, in particular, the
complexity of the mentality of the peasants and their various forms of resistance,
as well as the efforts by government officials to divide and put down the
resistance forces and carry out the state’s policies. These data further enable an
in-depth analysis of the basic issues about agricultural collectivization, It is shown that
this movement was more than a transformation of economic institutions in the ordinary
sense; it involved intense political struggles.

Keywords: Agricultural collectivization, cooperatives, unified procurement
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