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Deng Zihui and the Issue of Rural Social Classes
in the Chinese Revolution

Yuan Gao

Abstract: This article studies the evolution of Deng Zihui’s attitude toward
different rural social classes and the shaping of his conclusions about rural class
politics in the Communist revolution before the founding of the People’s Repub-
lic. The core of his political practice of rural class struggle was based on his
observation that poor peasants and agricultural laborers were the most determined
supporters of the revolution, much more reliable than rich peasants and middle
peasants, especially in times of crisis. Always based on this observation,
Deng’s class politics emphasized especially the agency of poor peasants and agri-
cultural laborers, the establishment of their political dominance in rural areas,
and the satisfaction of their economic interests, even at the expense of sacrificing
the rich peasants and the landlords.

Keywords: Deng Zihui, rural class politics, rural class struggles, land
reform, the Chinese Revolution, decision making of the Communist Party,

agency and structure



