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The Paradox of Rural Collective Ownership and Community Membership Rights: the
Case of a “village inside the city” in Taizhou

Xuefang Pan

Abstract: “No land to any non-tiller” serves as the logical starting point for the collective
ownership of agricultural land. Going against the principle of collective ownership, the land
ownership by the whole population of rural community, however, is derived logically from
the development of collective ownership. The “village inside the city” represents a transition

between the rural and the urban in the process of urbanization. In the village inside the city,
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although villagers have largely ceased farming, they still enjoy the huge profits from land,
which does not result from their contributions, efforts or survival needs, but from the community
membership rights based on blood and marriage. The existence of community membership
rights can be attributed to the path dependence of agricultural land reform and the status quo of
rural social security system. From the “land to the tiller”, to the identification of villagers
with community members, and finally community membership as determined by hukou
(household registration) , hukou became the final line of defense of community membership.
However, now that this line has been broken by the free movement of factors of production,
can community membership rights continue to exist?

Key words: no land to any non- tiller, agricultural labor, community membership

rights, village inside the city, village hukou



