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Anarchist Thought and the Practice of Rural Reconstruction Revisited
—Finding Contemporary Relevance from a Withering Anarchism

Haixia Wang

Abstract: Anarchism® as action seems destined to be a blurred historical memory;
anarchism (communist anarchism in particular) as a resource for thought and for theory,
however, has historical significance and value not limited to a particular age. In this
review of anarchist thought and practice, it is shown that certain ideas of anarchism, such
as mutual aid, critique of capitalism, advocacy of social revolution, offer meaningful
and realistic guidance for us. What is puzzling is that anarchism as thought and discourse
has disappeared from China’s intellectual and academic circles, serving neither as an

intellectual resource nor as a target of criticism. Nevertheless practice always precedes
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(3 Anarchism mainly consists of three branches, individual anarchism, syndicalism and communist anar-
chism. Although these three branches have certain points in common, there is much tension among them from
both theoretical and practical perspectives. It will be difficult to discuss all these three branches of anarchism in a
short article. Therefore, this article is devoted to the latter, i.e., communist anarchism, with Kropotkin's anarchist

theory as the focus.
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theory, and anarchism, though ignored by intellectual circles, has been rediscovered
in and applied to rural reconstruction of the new era. This suggests that anarchism withered
away only on the surface, it is still viable in the soil of reality.

Key words: anarchism, mutual aid, social revolution, vision of rural recon-

struction



