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Abstract: The Chinese law has long occupied an important position in the study of comparative law
although the western law is legitimate while the Chinese law is marginal in the mainstream literatures
of comparative law in the West. This paper focuses on two issues namely the role of law in the soci—
ety and the organizational form of powers. In the perspective of many western scholars the Chinese
law is not predominant in the society because the formal law is not easy to regulate the relationship a—
mong acquaintances. On the other hand powers in the traditional China are centralized and autocratic
because of its governance concepts.

The development of economy and society in China since the reform and opening up has chal-
lenged the above mentioned views on the Chinese law and some classical models of the development of
law and society. This paper proposes that the Chinese law and the Western law are not opposite with
each other in the issues of the role of law and the centralization or decentralization of powers. As a
matter of fact the West and China have many similarities in handling the relationship among ac-
quaintances and the relationship among strangers and also in the way to reply to normal situations
and emergencies which are the common issues that the West and China are facing. It is unreliable to
fix Chinese law in a certain evolutionary mode of the West although it provides a certain reference.
We should shift our methods from focusing on the evolutionary mode to centralizing on issues or social
relations regulated by law in different countries.

Key Words: comparative law Chinese Law role of law organizational form of powers mode of le—

gal evolution
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