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Abstract: Chinese traditional social system and values are different from western countries. In Chinese tradi—

tional legal culture people regard “Power” as an instrument of administering a country. But Westerners are wary of
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The Idea of Power in Ancient China

Ma Xiaohong

power from the beginning. This article analyzes Montesquieu Quesney and Liang Ch’ich“ao’s viewpoints towards

the system of government of Ancient China and it also invites a question: how can we define the nature of Chinese

ancient society. The different ideas of power between Chinese and Westerners derive from the different cognitions of
human nature. The Confucians believe “human nature is kind - hearted”
galists believe “human nature is evil” and Monarchs should strengthen their power by taking advantage of it. Aris—

totle believes that in order to restrict power human nature should be limited by rule of law. The regime of Chinese

and they place hope on sages. The Le-

ancient society is mixed with fear honour and morality. Chinese “traditional law” is a community of “propriety

and law”.
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