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On China’s Development Experience and the Construction of an Independent Knowledge
System: A Re-examination of Methodology

ZHAO Liu-yang
( School of Marxism & Overseas CPC Research Center, Fudan University, Shanghai, 200433 )

Abstract: A re-examination of the differences in economic transformation approaches between China and
Russia reveals a significant correlation with the types of knowledge they rely on. Russia’s approach is grounded
in neoclassical economic theory, which is deeply influenced by scientism and seeks, much like classical physics,
to identify universal principles governing a complex world and establish a universal model of modernization.
However, the inherent uncertainty of the real world makes it impossible for economics to replicate the
methodologies of physics, resulting in a persistent contradiction in neoclassical economics between deviating from
reality and establishing universal principles. By contrast, China’s market transformation has laid a robust practical
foundation for constructing an independent knowledge system. Rather than starting from abstract assumptions
in order to formulate universal principles, this approach derives knowledge from practice through the interaction
between subjective and objective factors, summarizing the actual behavioral logic of actors. Consequently,
constructing an independent knowledge system represents not only a profound reflection on universalist models of
modernization, but also a clear transcendence of the formalist epistemology that has long dominated the field.

Keywords: Universal Modernization, Neoclassical Economics, China’s Development Experience,
Constructing Independent Knowledge
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