A Chinese-Style “Humanics”?
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Abstract: Different from modern physics, traditional Chinese “humanics” focussed on the human
world, not the physical world. Its main emphasis was on “people” and not on “things,” and on
co-existence and not on pushes and pulls. The former led finally to the development and use of
nuclear weapons, including the imperialism and colonialism that preceded it. The latter, however,
always focussed on human co-existence and interaction, not on physics. To be sure, some
observers have equated modern communism with historical Western imperialism, and have
projected onto modern and contemporary China imperialism’s pursuit of hegemony and invasion,
leading therefore to the U.S.-led policy of “containment and isolation” of the People’s Republic
of China. We need to see and understand that, in reality, the “all under heaven” view of present-
day China is still anchored instead on traditional Confucian humanics, not modern Western

imperialism or its physics.
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