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Abstract: Looking back at the advanced age of 84 on my own lifelong research, I can see that
deep-seated emotions are certain to influence a researcher’s choice of problem, viewpoint, and
depth of engagement. Only if we confront such realities can we hope to both derive creative energy
from them and rise above them. Emotions can become hindrances to understanding and analysis,
but can also lend them greater motive force and multi-dimensionality than “pure reason.” The key
is to recognize the source and necessary presence of such, so as not to be driven unwittingly by
them, but rather to derive greater depth of scholarly understanding from them. Needless to say, the
point here has to do with the deep-seated motive forces of scholarship of the author, not simply a

matter of techniques of emotive expression or mode of writing.
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