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Huang Haizhang’s Research on the History of Chinese Literary Criticism
during the Seventeen Years after the Founding of the People’s Republic of China

Li Song
(School of Chinese Language and Literature,
Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: Huang Haizhang’s research on the history of Chinese literary criticism not
only spans a long period of time but also focuses on specific events. His research activities
mainly consist of the study of Wenxin Diaolong and the writing of A Concise History of
Chinese Literary Criticism. Closely related to his complicated life experience and rich
spiritual experience, his literary concepts demonstrate a historical multi-layered-ness: the
alignment with the state ideology critique, the tension between political radicalness and
academic conservatism, and the unity between scholarly individuality and moral integrity.
In order to examine Huang Haizhang’s literary research career from the perspective of
contemporary history of literature criticism, we need to both objectively investigate his
academic characteristics and achievements and candidly understand the historical
limitations of his ideas, so as to transform his intellectual heritage into a resource for
contemporary literary thoughts.

Keywords: Huang Haizhang, Wenxin Diaolong, A Concise History of Chinese

Literary Criticism, Poems of Yellow Leaves Tower
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