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Bernhard Windscheid, Lehrbuch des Pandektenrechts, Erster Band, 4. Auflage, Diisseldorf: Verlagshandlung von Julius
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original form, contains the richest treasures in this regard, waiting to be explored. In-depth analysis of the
mood levels of declarative sentences helps to explore the free nature of language and clarify the differences

between Chinese and Western languages and philosophies.

Confucianism in Rural Community and the New Theory of the Fourth Period of Confucianism
Zhao Fasheng
Confucianism in rural community experiment initiated in Nishan in the spring of 2013 has achieved
innovations in multiple dimensions; the revitalization of Confucian educational venues, the modernization of
its pedagogical content, the diversification of educational agents, the adaptation of teaching methodologies,
and the establishment of a public welfare and mutual aid model. This experiment reconstructed
Confucianism’s grassroots educational system and its social existence, reconnecting the Confucian principles
with daily life. The successful outcomes demonstrate that Confucianism has transcended the “ museum
artifact” or disembodied spirit state described by historians, offering empirical evidence for its contemporary
relevance, which marks a spiritual rejuvenation of Confucianism at the societal level since modern times.
The emergence of rural community Confucianism reflects an inherent historical necessity in the evolution of
Confucianism, constituting a critical phase in its Fourth Period of Confucianism. By integrating
philosophical thought and social influence as dual criteria for periodization, Confucianism’s historical
trajectory could be divided into four stages rather than the traditional three. The Fourth Period of
Confucianism represents its modern transformation, encompassing not only paradigm shifts in philosophical
thought but also the reconfiguration of its social existence and educational frameworks. However, while
modern Confucian scholarship has produced abundant theoretical innovations and systematic philosophies,
the reconstruction of its educational infrastructure has been repeatedly delayed due to historical constraints,
leaving grassroots moral education unanchored. The rural community Confucianism experiment advances the
third wave of the Fourth Period of Confucianism, providing practical insights for Confucianism’s modern
adaptation and contributing intellectual resources for the metaphysical reconstruction of contemporary

Confucianism.

The Custom of Land Rights Between China and the West
History of Modern Jurisprudence Lai Junnan

From the Perspective of Comparative

It is necessary to explain the fate of the custom of land rights in the process of modernization of the
Chinese law from the perspective of comparative history of jurisprudence. Officials in the Qing Dynasty
developed an aversion to land right custom for reasons such as the Confucian view of custom and
bureaucratic instincts. The dominant view on the subject of custom in the 19th-century European
jurisprudence viewed custom as a norm that arose in the past and did not meet the needs of the modern era,
an understanding that stemmed to a large extent from Europe’s own experience of customary law. Both
mainstream continental and English jurisprudence viewed custom or customary law as something backward or
ancient that impeded socio-economic development. These custom theories spread to East Asia in the late
19th and early 20th centuries and influenced legal theory and practice in the region. On the topic of
custom, modern Japan, on the one hand as an intermediary of Western learning, and on the other hand with
certain original views, has either indirectly or directly stimulated the modern Chinese legal profession.
Modern Chinese jurisprudence accepted the above-mentioned European and Japanese legal discourses almost
in their entirety. The judicial and administrative arenas at the grassroots level were also infiltrated by new
juridical discourse, and a great deal of new-fangled language was used to depict and criticize the realities of

land custom. Some negative evaluations of land right custom which were common in the official discourse of
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the Qing Dynasty were also retained in the feedback from the grassroots. The confluence of old and new
knowledge/discourse resulted in a hostile attitude toward native land right custom among lawyers at all

levels, which inevitably affected the fate of this custom in modern codification.

Transformation Across Time and Borders: The Formation of the “Director” Concept in Modern
Chinese Companies Nie Xin, Zhu Xiaoya

The term Dongshi ( director) is not a foreign import but a classical Chinese expression. Since the Late
Qing period, with the gradual introduction of company institutions, the meaning of Dongshi expanded. The
development followed three major stages: official-supervised companies, gentry-led companies, and the
enactment of the Company Law. Across these three stages, the term continued to refer to traditional local
organizers, while also taking on new meanings within modern corporate governance. In corporate theory,
early governance structures in different countries reflected their respective social and political systems. In
China, the role of company directors was shaped by the traditional local administrative governance structure.
Director selection, authority, and deliberative procedures bore strong local characteristics. Unlike the
representative models in Western jurisdictions, where directors were elected by shareholders, collaborate,
and exercise supervisory power, Chinese directors were often appointed or informally chosen. Their authority
relied more on individual discretion, with limited institutional independence and collective decision-making.
This continuity with traditional governance models remained influential. Due to functional similarities, the
term Dongshi was adopted to explain the modern director role. Yet key differences in institutional logic and
purpose were often overlooked. As a result, the transplantation of corporate governance models met with
considerable challenges. The historical formation of the Dongshi concept shows that effective legal
transplantation requires attention to local political and cultural contexts in order to transform foreign norms

into workable legal resources.

On the Relationship Between the Sanxingdui Culture and the Early Central Plain Civilisation
Li Jingheng
The Sanxingdui culture maintains a bloodline exchange with the Early Central Plain Civilization. In the
world, only the ancient Chinese civilization expresses the highest political, religious and ceremonial
authority through the “ bronze-jade combination”. The Sanxingdui culture, like the early Chinese
civilization, used the “bronze-jade combination” as the highest expression of the ritual system. The bronze
sacred trees and sunbirds of Sanxingdui indicate that the Chinese cosmology of Ten Suns of Fusang ($kZF&—
1 H) in the early literature had spread to ancient Shu and was accepted by the Sanxingdui people. The
culture of Sanxingdui contains elements from both the Rituals of Xia (& 4L) and the Rituals of Yin (B&4L)
of the Central Areas, and a large number of unique local bronze ritual objects show that the Rituals of Shu
(#)%L) has become its own lineage, which is a fusion of the “Three Rituals” of Xia, Yin and Shu. There
are many records of Shu in the non-royal inscriptions of the Yin ruins, but there is no evidence that the site
is Sanxingdui in the Chengdu Plain. The earliest record of Shu in Bashu in the Central Plains is the Zhou

Yuan oracle bone, which shows the connection between the pre-Zhou culture and Sanxingdui.

Analysis of Jade Fish and Jade Birds in the Late Shang and the Western Zhou Dynasties
Li Jingzhen, Wang Qing
Jade fish and jade bird were two categories of animal-shaped jade with the largest number in the Late
Shang and Western Zhou dynasties. Most of them were relief carvings, while a few were round carvings.

According to the characteristics of shape, they could be further classified into several categories. Based on
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