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The Institutional Logic of the Broad-sense Government: An Analysis Based on the Practices of

Contemporary Chinese Government 68
Yuan Guinan & Chen Guoquan

Abstract: An accurate understanding of China’s national system should serve to guide the direction of our re-
form. The state is a product of the development of human society, and should therefore be examined practically.
The most prominent characteristic of the state is that it possesses supreme power and has a legitimate monopoly
on violence. In China’s political practice, the Communist Party of China holds the supreme leadership power
and has the attributes of a state. Therefore, the real state of China is an organic unity of the state in the form of a
political party and the state in the form of the constitution. The broad-sense government, which is composed of
the Party organizations determining the nature of the state and the state institutions stipulated by the constitu-
tion, is the real state formation of China. Due to the differences in the economic base and historical culture, West-
ern government theories can hardly be applied to China. Therefore, when examining China’ s national system,
we should follow the practical logic. Based on the principle of political division of labor, the theory of functional
separation of power between policy making, implementation and supervision, is more applicable than the West-
ern theory of power check in examining the institutional logic of the broad-sense government. By sticking to the
practices of the contemporary Chinese government, avoiding simple theoretical deductions, and clarifying the
nature of the state and its underlying logic, we are better oriented in deepening reform and promoting Chinese-

styled modernization.

Keywords: Contemporary Chinese government, The broad-sense government, functional separation of power,

State system
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The Discipline of the Humanities: Whither is It from and Whither is It Bound? 85
Wang Hui

Abstract: China possesses a profound humanistic tradition, yet the humanities as an academic discipline is a
product of the 20th century. The institutionalization of disciplines in Chinese universities did not emerge as a di-
rect extension of the classical classification of learning. From a historical perspective, modern humanities exhibit
the following three characteristics. First, in the formation of the modern nation-state system, modern humanities
were deeply influenced by the disciplinary frameworks of Europe and America. Second, as theology and the
Confucian classics gradually lost their sacred status and dominant position, modern humanities took on a secu-
lar character, both in methodology and values. Third, in the struggle against the dominance of natural sciences,

modern humanities have particularly emphasized their own unique position. This article analyzes the precondi-
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tions for the formation of modern humanities and the numerous challenges they face in the contemporary con-
text. How should we conceptualize the relationship between the humanities and diverse humanistic traditions?
How should we redefine the mission of the humanities? How should we reassess the relationship between the
humanities and the natural sciences? How can the humanities draw nourishment from the advancements of the
natural sciences while maintaining a critical reflection on the latter’s development? And how should we evaluate

the humanities in the digital age?

Keywords: humanities, scientific classification, natural sciences and humanities, humanities education

FEATURE TOPIC III: STUDIES OF NEW CHINA (III)

The Labor-Capital Framework: How did the Apprenticeship System of Private Enterprises in Shang-
hai Adjust Itself in the Difficult Situation (1949-1954) 111

Guo Tianwei

Abstract: In Shanghai, the most industrially advanced region in modern China, industrial apprentices had long
remained outside the control of guilds and labor unions and had existed in an unorganized and disordered state.
It was only after the founding of the People’s Republic of China that the Communist Party of China actively in-
corporated apprentices into labor unions and the Youth League granted them formal worker status, thereby em-
powering them to better defend their rights. However, under the worker-centric approach, the general regula-
tions on apprenticeship systems in private enterprises introduced across various industries in Shanghai after
1950 inadvertently led to a sharp decline in the proportion of apprentices. The institutional reason behind this
paradox lies in the fact that when industrial apprentices were elevated from unclassified laborers to “legal work-
ers,” they were brought under the protection of labor-capital relationship. Yet, the dual identity of some small
factory owners who functioned as both laborers and capitalists, along with the traditional contract labor system,
created tension with the binary labor-capital opposition. This led private enterprise owners to avoid hiring ap-
prentices as a way to circumvent labor regulations. Fortunately, in 1954, Shanghai’ s private machinery industry
took the lead in making adjustments, abandoning a dogmatic adherence to the labor-capital framework in ad-
dressing apprenticeship issues. This move fully demonstrated the CPC’s efforts in the early years of the PRC to

strike a balance between economic efficiency and worker welfare.

Keywords: private factories in Shanghai, industrial apprentice, regulations on the system of apprenticeship in

private enterprises
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