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The Spectrology of History and Perspectives on Antiquity in Modern China:

Doubting Antiquity Renewed (Part I ) Wang Hui

Based on the different treatments of antiquity in two classic texts, Old Tales Retold and Di f ferentiation of
Ancient History . this paper expounds the positions of mythologies, legends and historical facts in contrasting
visions of temporality and historicity through a comparative analysis of the tendencies of the two authors,
respectively Lu Xun’s “parody of ancient history” and Gu Jiegang’s positivistic narration of ancient history. It
analyzes how the historiographical maneuver of Gu that resolutely discards unreliable elements from ancient
history was connected with modern European concepts of history and its impact on modern Japanese
historiography, as well as with the fluctuations of earliest conceptions of republican historiography in the
Republican period. The second half of the paper focuses on Lu Xun's nonlinear view of temporality, which
integrates the past, the present and the future in his literary practice, termed by this paper as a unique
spectrology of history that enables glimpses into the world of the nameless concealed by traditional and modern
historical narratives. This paper is composed of ten sections: 1. The parody of ancient history and myths,
legends. and historical facts; [I. “Differentiating stories from history” and the banishment of mythologies.,
legends, and romances; III. Secret replacement: from Christian secularism to modern historiography of
Chinese/East Asian antiquity; IV. Whose ancient history is truncated? The fluctuations of the first wave of
republican historiography; V. Deconstruction of names of things and the history of nameless people; VI. The
non-historical world: mythology, superstition, religion; VII. The supra-historical world: the imaginative
thinkers who are “enemies of mythology”; VIII. The spectrology of history: Ghost eyes and inquiries from

anonymous people; IX. The future as a specter; X. Oblivion and the apparition of the nameless.

Scientism in the Late Qing Dynasty and Lu Xun’s Breakthrough:
A Historical Study of Lu Xun’s Early Proposition on Hypocrite and Superstition Sun Yaotian
From entering the new school in Nanjing in 1898 to dropping out of Sendai Medical College in 1906, Lu
Xun's main business had been revolved around modern science. In this context, Lu Xun initially called for the

i

salvation of the country by science and advocated the elimination of “superstition.” However, from the

s

beginning of “On Science and Education,” his thinking has changed significantly, and finally claimed in
“Breaking the Evil Voice” that “hypocrites should be banished, yet superstitions can be saved.” He pointed out
that science should be aimed at seeking the truth of nature, while the utilitarian view of science in the late Qing
did not touch the root of the problem. At the same time, Lu Xun also introduced the epistemological issues
inherent in the history of western science into the intellectual world at the end of the Qing dynasty. He accepted
the inspiration of the scientists of the Victorian era in Britain, such as Whewell, Huxley, and Tyndall, believed
that human rational ability was limited, and established a critical vision based on the overall position of human
nature. Lu Xun’s scientific view thus formed is profoundly different from the scientists in the late Qing dynasty.
In Breaking the Evil Voice, he especially refuted the idea of breaking “superstition” in “Continuation of the
Theory of No Ghost” and “The Theory of No Ghost.” Lu Xun emphasized the limitation of rationality and
praised the moral and aesthetic implications of “superstition.” From breaking away from “superstition” to
advocating that “hypocrites should be banished, yet superstitions can be saved,” this change clearly shows the

track of Lu Xun’s early scientific view towards maturity.

The Old “Literary Garden” Impacted by the New Literature Movement Li Kaijun
Since the early 20th century, the “Literary Garden” column in newspapers had become an important position

for the publication of old-style poetry. However, after the New Literature Movement in 1917, with the impact



