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FEATURE TOPIC I. IDENTIFICATIONAL CONCEPTS AND INDEPEN-
DENT CHINESE KNOWLEDGE SYSTEM (VIII)

Constructing Pro-active Academic Autonomy: On the Relationship between Academic Autonomy

and Knowledge System Autonomy 25
Xia Qianfang

Abstract: As the basic condition of knowledge pursuit in the social sciences, academic autonomy is also a neces-
sary but not sufficient prerequisite for an independent knowledge system. However, in the Chinese academic
field in the era of globalization, what is academic autonomy and what it aims for remain largely unresolved. An
understanding of this issue profoundly influences the way of knowledge pursuit of Chinese scholars and the
character of their academic fruits, and further affects the ideological atmosphere of Chinese society and the dis-
course power of the state. Based on the previous critique of the negative aspects of academic autonomy, this pa-
per discusses a positive attitude towards academic autonomy which means a more proactive and dynamic aca-
demic practice, with knowledge innovation as the main goal. First, it emphasizes a clear sense of academic re-
sponsibility, which is not equivalent to the scholar’s own academic interest, but rather is associated with the col-
lective role awareness mandated by social science as a public profession containing particular academic concerns
and an intellectual standpoint. Secondly, it points to an academic practice of “reflective construction”, that is,
knowledge innovation aimed at guiding, shaping and promoting Chinese-style modernization. It is based on a
critical examination of the prevailing “universal” knowledge system of the west and an ambitious aspiration for
a new type of universality. This new type of universality can only be achieved through political pursuit of the

universal rules of knowledge.

Keywords: positive academic autonomy, academic concern, politics of knowledge, constructiveness, universality

“Punishment Originating from Warfare”: Reflections on the Hundred-year Old Myth 41
Lai Junnan

Abstract: The theory of “punishment originating from warfare,” one of the prevailing views in legal historiogra-
phy, posits that ancient Chinese law originated from wars among early kinship groups. This theory is fundamen-
tally distinct from the ancient concept of “the unity of warfare and punishment.” The “punishment originating
from warfare” theory emerged in the modern context of the prevalence of Social Darwinism and racial ideolo-
gies, and it is premised on the western origin of Chinese nation and its accompanying narrative of ancient racial
warfare. Contemporary iterations of the “punishment originating from warfare” theory largely retain the core of
its earlier modern version but have downplayed the narrative background of racial warfare. The theory is cri-
tiqued for its pseudoscientific theoretical premises, inappropriate use of core historical materials, insufficient at-

tention to ancient texts and scholarship, formalistic approaches to comparative legal history, inconsistent focus in
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Sino-Western comparisons, and an overly critical stance towards ancient values. The “punishment originating
from warfare” theory is seen as a byproduct of modern scholars’ reactive response to the Eurocentric racial his-
torical views they encountered. Future research on the origins of Chinese law has ample reason to move beyond
the “punishment originating from warfare” theory and, with a more confident approach, contribute Chinese in-

sights to the global academic community.

Keywords: “punishment originating from warfare”, western origin, origin of Chinese law

Rethinking Ethnography with the “Fengtu” Records 59
Zhang Fan

Abstract: Following critiques of power and the crisis of representation, anthropology has entered a new phase of
reflection on ethnography, emphasizing the processes of translation and dialogue across different worlds, thus
challenging the epistemological binaries between human and non-human, culture and nature, and expanding the
connotation of the concept of society. In order to advance this reflection, this article revisits the Chinese concept
of fengtu (wind and earth) and the Chinese tradition of fengtu records for a reconstruction of ethnographic practic-
es. The article argues that the fengtu records, focusing on the interaction between “wind” (human and cultural as-
pects) and “earth” (natural and material aspects), offers a holistic approach to understanding the life-world. By
integrating relational and ecological perspectives, it challenges dichotomies such as nature against culture and
subject against object, presenting fengtu records as an alternative framework for a more inclusive and relational
ethnography that accommodates various categories and bridges the visible and the invisible, self and the other,

and mind and body.

Keywords: ethnography, fengtu records, fengtu, anthropocentrism

FEATURE TOPIC II: CHINESE REVOLUTION IN THE PERSPECTIVE OF

SOCIAL HISTORY (XIII)

Expropriation, Transportation and Distribution - A Study on the Food Supply of the Fourth Red Ar-
my (1927-1930) 77
Ma Xuejun

Abstract: As the saying goes, “Food and fodder should go ahead of troops and horses.” Food supply was related
to the daily necessities of the Red Army and the survival of the revolutionary base. The Fourth Red Army led by
Mao Zedong and Zhu De had always faced difficulties in food provisioning from the time they occupied Jing-
gang Mountain to the period of their maneuvering in Southern Jiangxi and Western Fujian. Through a series of

measures such as abolishing military pay, implementing equality between commanders and rank and file, confis-
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