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The Myth of "Nation-State" and the Formation of Modern China
Li Huaiyin

Abstract: The formation path of nation-state based on Western historical experience is far different from the cognitive paradigm
generally applicable to the history of all countries in the world, especially modern China in terms of its formation in recent centuries.
The "large size" of modern China is not only based on the history and population before the Qing Dynasty, but also the result of
the integration and effective governance of the border regions by the Qing Dynasty. The "strong" structure of modern China is the
historical product of the dialectical movement of the power relationship between the central and local governments since the 18th
century, and its generation path is very different from the process of the so-called "transition from empire to nation-state" in the

West.
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