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The experience of Chinese government led by the Communist Party of China in the past 70 years clearly shows a
new paradigm of governance that integrates government’ s service orientation with development orientation,
optimization of administrative duties with administrative power constraint, and modern governmental system

with the system of the party in prospering the country.

Keywords: new China, new paradigm of governance, party-government relationship, government-market rela-

tionship, central-local relationship

Bring the Mao Era Back to History: An Exchange with Proponents of “Comparative Advantage” on
China’s Economic Development in 1949-1978 53
Li Huaiyin

Abstract: China’s economic growth strategy in the Mao era differed radically from the postwar experiences of
East Asian “tigers” (South Korea, Chinese Taiwan, Singapore, and Chinese Hong Kong). The latter did indeed utilize their com-
parative advantages in the take-off phase of industrialization by centering on the labor-intensive, export-orient-
ed sectors of manufacturing, followed by the upgrading of their economic structures in the later phases of eco-
nomic growth, thanks to the geopolitical security they all benefited from under the military protection of the U.
S. and the favorable conditions available to them under the world economic order dominated by the U.S. In
sharp contrast, what China pursued under the strategy of “state-led industrialization, ” which took shaped un-
der its own peculiar geopolitical setting, was the formation of a modern economic system consisting of all neces-
sary sections and therefore self- sustainable. While increase in the per capita level of gross national product
(GNP) was central to the Asian tigers’ goals of economic growth, what China pursued was the building of the

nation’s comprehensive economic strength, which could not be fully reflected in its per capita GNP level.

Keywords: The Mao era; comparative advantage; gross national product; economic growth

“Mass Science” and the Techno-politics of New China: A Critical Review 63
Yi Lianyuan

Abstract: In the past decade, studies of the “mass science” advocated during the Cultural Revolution have relin-
quished the previous “failure narrative” and techno-centrism, and have started to re-examine from the perspec-
tive of technological politics the Revolution’s emphasis on political priority and promise of egalitarianism. This
academic paradigm shift occurs not only because China’s development itself has prompted scholars to rethink
the significance of this historical period, but also because researchers have discovered a way to better reveal the
relationship between technology and society, or between theory and practice, and their political orientation. In
China, “mass science” once participated extensively in the establishment of the political subject of socialism and

China’s modern state construction, involving such aspects as “dignity politics”, “deskilling” and “reskilling”,



