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Three China Images in the First Half of the 20th Century: Nostalgia, Contrast, Vision 50
Huang Junjie

Abstract: This paper discusses the three China images and their contents presented respectively by Ku Hung-
ming, Bertrand Russell, and Luo Mengce in the first half of the 20th century, and makes comparison between
them. The China in Ku Hung-ming's works is a kind of nostalgic cultural aspiration. Compared with it, Russell's
China is more intended as a contrast to Western culture. The China portrayed by Luo Mengce, a vision for the fu-
ture rather than a reality, represents “a nation under heaven” which is different from the “empire” or “nation-
state” as seen in the western history. The three authors are, however, similar on three accounts. First, to varying
degrees they view political, economic and social issues ultimately as cultural issues, give priority and superior
importance to culture, and demonstrate a certain tendency of “cultural reductionism.” Second, they all empha-
size the “Chineseness” of China that is different from the West and romanticize China in a way that resonates
with their contemporary Chinese intellectuals. Third, they intentionally idealize China's “past” in order to guide
the development of China’s “presence” and outline the blueprint of China’s “future.” The difference between
the three images of China, i.e. “nostalgia” vs. “contrast” vs. “vision,” may be accounted for by the fact that Ku
Hung-ming and Russell had Western readership in their mind, whereas Luo Mengce meant to speak to his Chi-
nese compatriots. Luo’s “China” exposition is particularly soul-stirring and shows a macroscopic view of world

history.

Keywords: China image, Ku Hung-ming, Bertrand Russell, Luo Mengce, Orientalism

Tracing the Origin of China: Imagination and Authenticity in the Writings of Ancient History 70
Li Huaiyin

Abstract: The combination of the two contradictory historical approaches initiated by Sima Qian, namely the ob-
jective exploration of the historical truths and the subjective construction of historical narratives, has still domi-
nated our interpretation of the earliest history of China since the 20th century. The expanding scope of archaeo-
logical excavation of cultural sites in the Neolithic period and the continued sorting out and authentication of an-
cient documents have kept fueling the academic progress in the field of early Chinese studies. At the same time,
however, non-academic factors are also getting in the way. Among them are the political atmospheres and ideolo-
gies of different eras, the struggle between different schools for academic space and discourse hegemony, and the
local bias for the historical and cultural values of a specific area. The general trend in the past hundred years is
that, with the development of science and technology, people’s knowledge of ancient history is getting closer
and closer to the historical truth, but always fraught with subjective imaginations which have resulted from the

influence of various non-academic factors and which have interfered with academic progress.

Keywords: early China, academic schools, discourse hegemony, local bias
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