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Ding Country Re-investigation and
the Theoretical Consciousness of Rural Sociology

HUANG Jialiang
(Center for Studies of Sociological Theory and Method, Renmin University of China, Beijing, 100872, PRC)

[ Abstract] Ding county re-investigation by Zheng Hangsheng continued Li Jinghan’s investigation of the
county study from the 1920s to 1930s. It is an important attempt by the sociological community to conduct
long-term follow-up study of Chinese rural society in the new historical period. Ding county re-
investigation has lasted for many years and involved a large number of participants, including
comprehensive investigations of rural social changes, as well as investigations in various fields, such as
rural consumption, lending, exchange, economic cooperation, grassroots political power, social
mobilization, family structure, health, occupational differentiation, dispute resolution, and etc.. All of
these investigations have accumulated rich academic achievements. Ding county re-investigation runs
through a clear theoretical consciousness, and has profound reflections on the rural development path with
Chinese characteristics, the theoretical proposition and method of rural research and the construction of
rural sociology. It is of great significance to the development of rural sociology and the practice of rural
revitalization today.

[Key words ] Zheng Hangsheng; Ding county investigation; Ding county re-investigation; theoretical

consciousness; rural transformation
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