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Marx's Theory of Labor Intensity and Its Contemporary Development

Gao ling. Zhai Run-zhuo. Tang Yu-yin

Abstract: After the "revolutionary century" of the 19th century, overtime labor emerged in the early 20th century and
swept across many countries in the 21st century, including northern Europe, known for its high welfare. The prevalence of over-
time labor and the seriousness of the problem urgently require a theoretical analysis framework. The existing labor supply theory
from the perspective of neoclassical economics cannot distinguish between "labor times" and "labor intensity", while Marx’s la-
bor process theory contains profound ideas of labor intensity and labor extraction. This paper systematically integrates Marx's
classic labor intensity theory for the first time, and through a critical analysis of the labor intensity theory after Marx, puts forward
a return to Marx's labor intensity theory modeling idea. This paper combines Marx’s theory of labor intensity with economic
growth theory to construct an economic growth model that incorporates labor intensity, and is expected to explore a high—quality
development model that is compatible with moderate labor intensity.

Key Words: Labor Intensity; Labor Time; Labor Extraction Model; Healthy China
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