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Abstract: The American scholars have made noticeable progresses on the studies of Chinese legal history since
1990s, during which time a lot of antiquated views and opinions of decades on traditional Chinese law have been
rethought and criticized to different extents. It is the research group of Chinese legal history at the University of
California, Los Angeles, in which Professor Philip C. C. Huang is the key person that is leading this new academ-
ic trend. Their researches as a whole show the characteristics of “new legal history” :taking “the sense of history”
into account, conjoining the empirical (the extensive use of valuable judicial archives) with the theoretical (to draw
upon excellent theories of social sciences and have dialogues with them), and formulating their own informative
and new middle—level concepts. For Chinese scholars, we can get some important enlightenments from the stud-

ies so as to get out of the predicament that the studies of Chinese legal history is regarded as useless.
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