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The Emerging Chinese Model of Development (1949-2009) : From the Gobal Perspective
Adhering to the Right Direction and Exploring New Paths: Reflections on Sixty Years of Socialist
Practice in China Wang Shaoguang - 4 -

To examine the directions and developmental process of China s socialist construction at a
time when the Chinese economy is growing rapidly despite the current world economic crisisisan
act of no ordinary significance. Broadly speaking, China s sixty yearsof socialist construction can
be divided into two phases: the first thirty years from 1949 to 1979 and the second thirty from
1979 to 2009. The first thirty years of China's socialist revolution and construction laid a solid
foundation for the reform and opening up of the next thirty years, a period in which China s
continued exploration of new directions led to spectacular achievements. History teaches us that
the linchpin of building socialismis not whether you have a detailed blueprint for socialism, but
whether you have a grand vison for understanding socialism and the courage to direct socialist
construction. Although China today faces many problems and even grave challenges, we will
open up an ever wider path for socialism with Chinese characteristics 0 long as our country
adheres to the direction of socialism.

The Chinese Model of Development : An International Per spective Zheng Yongnian - 20 -

With the success of China s reform and opening-up , increasing attention has been paid to the
Chinese model of development both in China and abroad. However, in studying the Chinese
model , many scholars, particularly Western ones, have avoided studying China s political model .
Instead, they have conceptualized the Chinese model of development as a matter of purely
economic success. In fact, however , it is extremely hard to understand the Chinese economic
model without discussing the Chinese political model , because it is China s political model that
has driven the success of its economic model. Many underdeveloped countries face the grave
challenge of building a stable political and social structure. There can be no doubt that the
political and economic implications of the Chinese model of development provide a valuable lesson
inthis respect.

China, a Country in Rapid Development : Commemorating the Sixtieth Anniversary of the Founding
of the People s Republic of China, with a Look at Prospectsfor the Twenty-first Century
M. J1. Titarenko- 29 -

China today has reached a level and stage of development that make it impossble to halt
reform and modernization. The processis already irreversble. Though the way ahead is beset
with difficulties, the country must continue her forward advance. The formulation of “the
scientific outlook on development ," with its focus on people, clearly indicates that China s
economic development has begun to devote more attention to the human factor , thus giving an
answer to those who allege that China violates human rights. The * scientific outlook on
development" offers a comprehensive and systematic theory designed to solve the problems that
have emerged in the course of reform and opening up. It represents a new phasein the adaptation

. 204 -



