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The Conflict and Conciliation between the New Apotheosis and the Old History:

An Interpretation of the Transition of Historical Ideas in Modern China

YANG Nian-qun
(Institute of the Qing Dynasty History, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872)

Abstract: Most scholars of the new history school in the opening years of the Republican China strong-
ly focused on extend the scale of materials of historical studies and neglected the importance of giving
an integrative interpretation in a long period. This tendency leads to an affirmation that history is as
same as a collection of separated cases and historians are just historiographers. Some in the new history
school became social historical scholars and concentrated on different districts later. There was also a
school of traditional history studies which invested in the knowledge of transition of all the ages and
how it had been impacting social mind and morality.
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